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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if 
the international application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-19, and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Nakagawa et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,950,148, cited in the Office action dated 
3/8/06). 

Regarding claim 1 , Nakagawa discloses a method for managing at least one 
electronic apparatus (copying machine 1) comprising the step of verifying in the 
electronic apparatus (copying machine 1) identification information of a portable 
terminal (portable terminal device 30) which demands apparatus management 
information with respect to the electronic apparatus (column 13, lines 3-6, and column 
14, lines 10-19, whereby the process is not started until the operator's ID is entered, 
thereby verifying identification of a portable terminal), wherein the verifying step is 
carried out entirely in the electronic apparatus (reads on col. 16, lines 1-16, 
where the identification data is stored in the memory of the electronic device, allowing 
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the portable device to communicate with apparatus when the data identification data 
matches), and transmitting the apparatus management information that includes 
apparatus-specific.maintenance information of the associated electronic apparatus to 
the portable terminal which demanded the apparatus management information (see 
Figs. 5A-5B, and 7, column 10, line 39-column 11, line 27, and column 12, lines 10-22). 

Regarding claim 2, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to regularly perform a maintenance 
management of the electronic apparatus and store the apparatus management 
information (column 11, lines 10-49). 

Regarding claim 3, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches of causing the portable terminal to transmit the apparatus management 
information which was acquired to an apparatus management center where apparatus 
management of a plurality of electronic apparatuses is performed synthetically (column 
11, line 10-column 12, line 9). 

Regarding claim 4, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, 
and further teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to transmit the latest apparatus 
management information to the portable terminal in accordance with the identification 
information of the portable terminal which demanded the apparatus management 
information with respect to the electronic apparatus (column 10, lines 5-column 11, line 
49, and column 12, lines 23-42). 

Regarding claim 5, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
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further teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to transmit the apparatus 
management information relating to consumable goods to the portable terminal in 
accordance with the identification information of the portable terminal which demanded 
the apparatus management information with respect to the electronic apparatus (column 

10, lines 5-column 11, line 49, and column 12, lines 23-42). 

Regarding claim 6, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to transmit the apparatus 
management information relating to the latest operating condition to the portable 
terminal in accordance with the identification information of the portable terminal which 
demanded the apparatus management information with respect to the electronic 
apparatus (column 10, lines 5-column 12, line 42). 

Regarding claim 7, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 2, and 
further teaches of causing the portable terminal to transmit the apparatus management 
information which was acquired to an apparatus management center where apparatus 
management of a plurality of electronic apparatuses is performed synthetically (column 

11, line 10-column 12, line 9). 

Regarding claim 8, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 2, and 
further teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to transmit the latest apparatus 
management information to the portable terminal in accordance with the identification 
information of the portable terminal which demanded the apparatus management 
information with respect to the electronic apparatus (column 10, lines 5-column 1 1 , line 
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49, and column 12, lines 23-42). 

Regarding claim 9, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 2, and 
further teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to transmit the apparatus 
management information relating to consumable goods to the portable terminal in 
accordance with the identification information of the portable terminal which demanded 
the apparatus management information , with respect to the electronic apparatus 
(column 10, lines 5-column 11, line 49, and column 12, lines 23-42). 

Regarding claim 10, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 2, and 
further teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to transmit the apparatus 
management information relating to the latest operating condition to the portable 
terminal in accordance with the identification information of the portable terminal which 
demanded the apparatus management information with respect to the electronic 
apparatus (column 10, lines 5-column 12, line 42). 

Regarding claim 11, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 3, and 
further teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to transmit the latest apparatus 
management information to the portable terminal in accordance with the identification 
information of the portable terminal which demanded the apparatus management 
information with respect to the electronic apparatus (column 10, lines 5-column 1 1 , line 
49, and column 12, lines 23-42). 

Regarding claim 12, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 3, and 
further teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to transmit the apparatus 
management information relating to consumable goods to the portable terminal in 
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accordance with the identification information of the portable terminal which demanded 
the apparatus management information with respect to the electronic apparatus (column 
10, lines 5-column 11, line 49, and column 12, lines 23-42). 

Regarding claim 13, Nakagawa discloses the method discussed above in claim 3, 
teaches of causing the electronic apparatus to transmit the apparatus management and 
further information relating to the latest operating condition to the portable terminal in 
accordance with the identification information of the portable terminal which demanded 
the apparatus management information with respect to the electronic apparatus (column 
10, lines 5-column 11, line 49, and column 12, lines 23-42). 

Regarding claim 14, Nakagawa discloses an electronic apparatus (host computer 40) 
comprising apparatus-side communication controlling means (see Fig. 3, being the 
components of host computer 40) for communicating with at least one portable terminal 
(portable terminal device 30), the apparatus-side. communication controlling means (see 
Fig. 3) including inside-apparatus management information storage means for storing 
the apparatus management information of a main body of the electronic apparatus in 
plural levels (column 10, lines 5-59, and column 14, lines 10-59), identification 
information storage means for storing identification information to the identify the 
portable terminal of a communicating party (see Figs. 5A-5B, and 7, column 10, line 39- 
column 11, line 27, column 12, lines 10-22, and column 14, lines 10-59), and apparatus- 
side controlling means for identifying the portable terminal in accordance with the 
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identification information in the identification information storage means when a demand 
for the apparatus management information of the electronic apparatus from the portable 
terminal (see Figs. 5A-5B, and 7, column 10, line 39-column 11., line 27, column 12, 
lines 10-22, and column 14, lines 10-59), and for transmitting the apparatus 
management information that includes apparatus-specific maintenance information of 
the associated electronic apparatus of the level in accordance with the portable terminal 
from the inside-apparatus management information storage means (see Figs. 5A-5B, 
and 7, column 10, line 39-column 11, line 27, column 12, lines 10-22, and column 14, 
lines 10-59). Wherein verification of the identification information of the portable terminal 
is carried out entirely on the electronic apparatus (reads on col. 16, lines 1-16,- 
where the identification data is stored in the memory of the electronic device, allowing 
the portable device to communicate with apparatus when the data identification data 
matches). 

Regarding claim 15, Nakagawa discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 14, 
and further teaches that the inside-apparatus management information storage means 
regularly stores maintenance management information (column 10, lines 5-column 12, 
line 42). 

Regarding claim 16, Nakagawa discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 14, 
and further teaches that the inside-apparatus management information storage means 
stores the apparatus management information relating to consumable goods (column 
10, lines 5-24, and column 12, lines 23-42). 
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Regarding claim 17, Nakagawa discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 14, 
and further teaches that the inside-apparatus management information storage means 
stores the apparatus management information relating to the latest operating condition 
(column 10, lines 5-column 11, line 49). 

Regarding claim 18, Nakagawa discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim. 15, 
and Nakagawa further teaches that the inside-apparatus management information 
storage means Stores the apparatus management information relating to consumable 
goods (column 10, line 5-column 12, line 42). 

Regarding claim 19, Nakagawa discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 15, 
and further teaches that the inside-apparatus management information 
storage means stores the apparatus management information relating to the latest 
operating condition (column 10, lines 5-column 11, line 49). 

Regarding claims 21 and 23, Nakagawa discloses the method and apparatus 
discussed alcove in claims 1 and 14, respectively, and further teaches of performing at 
least one of copying, printing, and facsimile on the electronic apparatus (column 8, line 
46-column 9, line 59). 

Regarding claims 22 and 24, Nakagawa discloses the method and apparatus 
discussed above in claims 1 and 14, respectively, and further teaches of supplying the 
apparatus management information without input by a user (column 10, line 5-column 
12, line 42). 

Conclusion 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 20,25 and 26 are still allowed. The prior art of record does not teach a 
management system having the different means as recited in the independent claim 20. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/13/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. With regard to Applicant's argument that Nagarawa does not teach or 
suggest a method for managing at least one electronic apparatus, in which verification 
of identification information of a portable terminal is carried out entirely in the electronic 
apparatus. Examiner disagrees with applicant's conclusion. Examiner asserts that 
Nagarawa does teach a method for managing at least one electronic apparatus, in 
which verification of identification information of a portable terminal is carried out entirely 
in the electronic apparatus (e.g. col. 13, lines 1-16). Examiner indicates that verification 
is done within the host. Examiner disagrees with Applicant's conclusion. Examiner 
asserts that the verification is performed within the copying machine, and it is send to 
the host computer as part of the service maintenance (see ol. 2, lines 16-34). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gabriel I. Garcia whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7434. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 7:30 AM-6:00 
PM. The fax phone number for this group is (571 ) 273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
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for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 




Gabriel I. Garcia 
Primary Examiner 
December 16, 2007 
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